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i BIRDS#HYER# VIEW 





Tuts view was taken from the cliffs to the south west of the village, which are shown as a background 
in the view of the Railway Station. 


The village is located on the first land that was tilled in town, by John King, the first settler, who 


found a cleared spot, evidently a deserted Indian corn field, in 1716. It is built on both sides of the 


historic old ‘‘ Bay Path,” which was first an Indian trail, later a bridle path, and still later the Bay Path, 


as it was called from being the central thoroughfare of the colony of Massachusetts Bay. 


Washington 
passed over this path twice. 


It was also the route of the defeated Burgoyne on his way to Boston 
as a prisoner in 1777. 
The village has all been built since 1836, prior to which time it was only a farming district ; the build- 


ing of the Boston and Albany Railroad giving an impetus to building in this section of the town, since 
which time the growth has been most rapid. 


There are now five churches here, and all are well sustained; also a fine High School building con- 
taining six schools. 


Of local organizations there are the Masonic, Grand Army, Odd Fellows, Good Templars, and Golden 
Rule Alliance, all of which are in a flourishing condition. The Young Men’s Library Association was 
formed in 1878, and their library now contains nearly three thousand volumes, which are free to the inhabit- 
ants of the town. 


The railroad facilities are the best, there being three roads, with forty-four passenger 
trains leaving this station daily. 
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Work was commenced on this structure in May 1883. 


It was completed and first opened to the pub- 
lic June rst, 1884. 


Situated in the angle between the two roads, the building is in the shape of a right- 
angled triangle, having a length of one hundred and thirty feet on the Boston and Albany tracks, one 
hundred and forty-three feet on the New London Northern tracks, and a base of seventy-seven feet. 

The main entrances of the building are in the broad end between the roads. The main waiting room, 
which occupies the center of the building between the two roads, is about forty by fifty feet, with skylight 
overhead, making a light, roomy, and comfortable place. 

The Western Union Telegraph office occupies a glass room on the Boston and Albany side. An 
elegant drinking fountain of Tennessee marble graces the south side of the room, opposite the telegraph 
office. In the extreme west end of the building, situated where both tracks can be seen in either direction, 
are the rooms for the station agents of the two roads. 


About thirty-five feet east of the main structure a separate room has been built for the baggage of the 
Boston and Albany road. A covered platform, twenty feet wide, extends entirely around the building, 


being about three hundred feet long on the New London Northern side, and about four hundred feet on the 
Boston and Albany side. 


The building makes a fine external appearance, being built of Monson Granite, with trimmings for 
doors and windows of Longmeadow Brown Stone. The finish of the interior is that of elegance and 
durability. 


It is without doubt the finest and most convenient depot in this part of the country, and one of 
which all should be proud. 














-MAIN#STREET, #EAST#SIDE 





In 1850 this side of the street was entirely destroyed by fire. In the year following the principal build- 
ings on the street were rebuilt, although the first which partially shows in this picture, and is a fine brick 
block with marble trimmings, was built in 1883. 

The Nassowanno House was built in 1851 by Chester Strong on the site of the old hotel of the same 
name, which was that of one of the Indian chiefs from whom the ‘*‘ Elbows,” as Palmer was formerly 
called, was originally purchased in 1686. This building is still in the family of the builder, being owned 
by his son H. C. Strong. It is now one of the most popular and well managed hotels of the village, kept 
bp C. P. Stone, the present landlord On the first floor is the post office and three stores. 

The next building is the Converse House, built by J. M. Converse, the present owner. The first floor 
is occupied by stores, and the stories above as a Hotel, which, at time of writing, is undergoing extensive 
repairs. 

Next to this block are three small wooden ones occupied as stores, etc. 

Cross’s Block, the last prominent building in the picture, was built by W. W. Cross. The first floor is 
occupied by stores, and the upper portion as tenements. On the site of this building was the old house 
with its stone chimney, formerly known as ‘* King Tavern,” and was the first hotel in the village. 
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ComMercraL Biock was built in 1871. In the basement is the office of the American Express Com- 
pany, and other places of business, the first floor being occupied by stores. 

In the second story is the Telephone Exchange, established in 1882. If some of our residents, who do 
not by any means call themselves old, could have been told in their earlier days of the wonderful business 
that would be carried on here,—the ability to speak from one standpoint with the eighty-six subscribers of 
this exchange, or any of them to converse with each other, some of them many miles away,—it would have 
been regarded as a wild dream of the fancy that could never come true. 

The upper story is used for Masonic purposes, the Masonic Hall being elegantly fitted for Thomas 
Lodge Free and Accepted Masons, which has about one hundred and seventy members: and Hampden 
Chapter Royal Arch Masons, with about one hundred members. 

No town of any size is quite complete without its local newspaper, and Palmer can boast of one of the 
best, both in its editorial management and mechanical execution. 

The PALMER JOURNAL was established in 1850 by Gordon M. Fisk, who published it until his death in 
1879. His son, Charles B. Fisk, who had been associated with him for a few years, succeeded to the 
business. The office has been burned out twice, but Pheenix-like came out of the flames fresher and 
brighter than before. 

The present building, shown at the right of the picture, was erected in 1870. The Journal was begun 
as a six-column folio, and enlarged in 1833. 
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-»SEGOND # BAPTIST +OHURGH.< 


Tus structure, with its pleasing and attractive appearance, is the Meeting House of the Second Baptist 
Church, located at the head of south main street, now the main avenue to the Boston and Albany Railroad 
Depot. It was erected during the summer and autum of 1853, at a cost of $5,000. The Church proper was 
organized on the 29th of September, 1852, by nine brethren and eleven sisters, who withdrew for this pur- 
pose from the First Baptist Church, located at Three Rivers. 

The day of its organization was also the ordination day of its first pastor, the Rev. Samuel L. Collins, 
who remained with them until called to the First Church in Taunton, Mass., in August 1854. The Church 
has had ten other pastors: Revs. A. D. Bulloch, 1834 to December 1857; S. G. Smith, 1860 to 1863; 


E. M. Haynes, 1864 to 1869; J. H. Tilton, 1869 to 1870; E. D. Daniels, 1870 to 1871; R. R. Rudell, 1871 
to 1872; E. A, Goddard, 1874 to 1877; Philip Berry, 1877 to 1878; T. C. Russell. November 1878 to 1351, 
and the present incumbent O. R. Hunt. 


The Church has been a sort of preparatory school, for in nearly every instance the pastors have been 
called away by other churches. Its officers are—deacons: Lyman Dimock and Charles B. Fisk; clerk: 
Enos Calkins ; sabbath school superintendent: Frank L. Brooks. 

Unlike some church property this is easy of access and pleasantly surrounded; for near by, as shown 
in the picture, stands the Weeks House, one of the popular hotels of the village. This was one of the 
earliest taverns in the place, and formerly known by the name of Railroad House. Later on it passed into 
other hands and assumed different names, until 1873, when Mr. Weeks, the present proprietor, remodeled 
and enlarged it. It contains forty well lighted and neatly furnished rooms, and a well spread table. 
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-=QHUROH # STREET = 





Tue section of the village on which this street is located was the first cultivated land in Palmer. It is 
said that John King, the pioneer of the town, found a clearing here in 1716, which had been planied to 
corn by the Indians. Here King planted his first seed in the wilderness. and commenced to enlarge the 
clearing. 

At the east end of the street is seen the Second Congregational Church, which was dedicated Decem- 
ber 22nd, 1847, built on land given for the purpose by Captain A. N. Dewey. The original edifice cost 
$6.000, and was the first church erected in the village. In 1870 it was thoroughly remodeled at a cost of 
$8,000, and re-dedicated, February 23rd, 1871. Adjoining the church is seen the Parsonage, built in 1876. 

On the right of the picture is seen Bank Block, constructed of brick, and erected by J. G. Allen in 
1875. The first floor is a commodious banking room, used by the Palmer Savings Bank and the Palmer 
National Bank, affording better facilities for banking purposes than can be found in most country towns. 
The Savings Bank, L. E. Moore, treasurer, was organized in 1870. The present deposits amount to 
$700,000. The Palmer National Bank, C. B. Fisk, cashier, was organized in 1876. The present capital 
stock, is $200,000. 


The court rooms and the offices of lawyers Tatt and Kenetick are on the second floor of the block, 


while on the third floor is the hall for many years occupied by the lodge of Good Templers. and also by a 
chapter of the Golden Rule Alliance. 


Hidden from view in the picture by the block, is the pleasant residence and office of awe C5 Ie 
Gardner, while further on at the corner is the long time residence of O. P. Allen. 
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sWALES# HALL#BLOGK.« 





Tuere had for many years been felt a great need of a public hall in Palmer,—where any entertain- 
ment, which by some might be deemed hardly proper to be held in the vestry of the Congr pau Cne 
Church, which had for a long time been used for such purposes,—until in 1875 M. W. French erected this 
fine building at the corner of Central and Pleasant Streets, at a cost of about $20,000. The building is 
eighty-eight feet long on Central Street, and eighty feet on Pleasant Street, and contains three good halls, 
four pleasant stores on the first floor, and in the basement a market. 

Wales Hall, so named for a friend of the builder, has a main entrance on Central Street, and a rear 
entrance on Pleasant Street. It is eighty by forty-seven feet, with a seating capacity of five hundred and 
fifty. This hall has a fine stage, with side and rear entrances from commodious dressing rooms, and a fine 
drop curtain. The hall is neatly frescoed and is in all respects first-class, and best of all is never rented for 
anything of a disreputable character. 

Union Hall, with an entrance on Pleasant Street, is thirty-three by thirty-six feet, and is used for 
smaller gatherings than would care to rent the larger hall. It has a seating capacity of two hundred, and 
is neatly finished and easy of access. 

The hall occupied by the Odd Fellows is directly over Union Hall, and of the same dimensions. The 
building throughout, both stores and halls, is heated by steam and lighted by gas. 
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Tue Universalists of Palmer first attempted an organization into a Parish in 1839, but failed. Another 
effort was made in 1858. This endeavour was thwarted by the oncoming of the rebellion; but, in 1875, 
circumstances being favorable, preaching was held, and the following year a Parish established. 

The Church edifice was dedicated May 12th, 1880. It is built of Monson Granite, at the corner of 
Central and Park Streets. Its length is one hundred and eleven feet; its breadth eighty feet. The main 
tower is one hundred and thirty feet in height; the other eighty feet. The auditorium, whose seating 
capacity, including the gallery, is four hundred and twenty, is neatly finished in black walnut, and all the 
furnishings are rich and tasteful. 

At the right of the pulpit is the choir gallery, at the left the chancel, and at the rear the organ. The 
arrangement of the pews differs from the ordinary, as two of the aisles run parallel w vith the w alls, the other 
two diagonally, and towards the pulpit. 

At the rear of the building, and intimately connected with it, is the Chapel. To this entrance from the 
outside may be had upon both sides, and from the auditorium by two doors. On the lower floor are the 
Chapel proper, the ladies’ parlor, the pastor's cloak room, and the library room. On the second are a 
large dressing room, a dining room seating a hundred, and a kitchen. Few churches are more complete, 
convenient, or tasteful than this. 

The present officers are—pastor: Rev. E. A. Perry; clerk: George Robinson ; pune of 
sunday school: O. M. Graves; deacons: George Robinson, O. M. Graves; executive committee: S. W. 
French, J. A. Squier, O, M. Graves, Stillman Ellis, J. H. Smith. 
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*RIDGE'S+ FOOD # FACTORY 





One of the most widely advertised articles in this country is Ridge’s Patent Food, manufactured by 
Woolrich & Co., for infants and invalids; in fact it is thrust upon the attention of the public in al- 
most every conceivable form, and by every advertising medium: one of the latest being the making of 
four thousand teaspoons per day with an advertisement of the Food upon the handle. The Food is pre- 
pared from wheat, which is put through the patented process, rendering it easily digestible, and acceptable 
to the most iritable stomachs. The favor in which it is held by the public is shown by the steadily increas- 
ing sales, after a test of many years. 

The whole business of the preparation of this article, from the crude material to the making of the tin 
boxes in which it is packed, is done in this building, the work being largely done by machinery, so that a 


comparatively small force of workmen is employed for such an extensive business. 


v7 


This building was first erected for a boot shop in 1864; but the business, not proving a success, wa 
abandoned. The business of the manufacture of Ridge’s Food was commenced here in 1875. 

The tradition of the Old Pine, or Bear Tree as it is called, is—That in the early days of the town one 
sabbath morning as Deacon Thomas King, who then lived on South Main Street, was going to church 
‘*armed and equipped” as the law then directed, espied a bear in the old pine tree and immediately shot 
it, for which he was severely ‘church mauled,”” but they finally decided to call it a work of necessity and 
forgave him, consoling themselves and excusing him, because the bear might have killed some of their 
cattle, or possibly their children. Thus the deacon was saved from excommunication from the church and 


banishment from the town. 
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»PALMER#GARPET# MILLae 





Tne Palmer Carpet works are one of the most important industries of the town, as there are made 
here some of the finest goods in this line in the country. 


The mills are situate in a retired spot three-fourths of a mile east of the village, and are run by steam 


power, having an engine of seventy-five horse power. The water for cleansing purposes comes from a 
never-failing spring 


g above the mills, it being the same that supplies the aqueduct water for the village. 
There are three tenement blocks belonging to the Company, with four tenements in each, for the use of 
the operatives. 


The Company was organized, in November 1874 with a capital of $50,000; William Ingraham, Esq., 
of Troy, president. The Company employs sixty-seven operatives: quite a number of them are men who 


have been familiar with the carpet business in England trom their early days. 
This Company manufactures Body-Brussels and Wiltons, haying sixteen looms on the former, and 
four on the latter, with a capacity of six hundred yards per day. 


The product is of such excellent quality 
that it sells readily. 


There is a constant change of patterns: as many as thirty being made in one year to 
meet the tastes of their patrons, and the demands of the ever tickle goddess—fashion. 


The selling agents are Arnold, Constable & Co., of New York. The officers of the Corporation are— 


George Robinson, president; O. H. Sampson, of Boston, treasurer. Directors :—O. H. Sampson, James 


B. Shaw, John P. Holden, A. J. Northrop, and Geo. Robinson. Clerk and Superintendent: Andrew Pinney. 
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-»PALMER# WIRE#GOMPANY 





Tuts Company was incorporated January 24th, 1882, with a capital of $50,000, but the demands of a 
growing business made it necessary to increase it to $150,000, where it now stands. 

The Company own a tract of eighty acres of land in the western part of the village, where upon a rise 
of land the buildings are located. There is a building for each of the several departments of the works, 
and in this manner the business is easily and safely carried on, as all the hazardous parts are confined in 
brick buildings by themselves. Located directly on the railroads the facilities for shipping are unsurpassed. 

The works have a daily tonnage of finished wire amounting to thirty-five tons ; and during the past year 
the Company has made and shipped not less than four thousand tons of telephone and telegraph wire alone, 
not mentioning a large tonnage of various kinds of wire used for other purposes. 

Employing skilled overseers in the various departments, this Company enjoys an enviable reputation 
among users of wire generally ; and its telephone and telegraph wire is adopted as a standard by all the 
large companies now operating lines. ; ; 

It is one of the few companies to successfully manufacture hard drawn copper wire for telephone and 
telegraph lines. Increasing its facilities from time to time as necessity demands, it will soon have works 
second to none in the industry. 

The officers of this Company are:—S. W. French, president; W. C. Dewey, treasurer; Frank F. 
Bullard, general manager. Directors:—S. W. French, W. C. Dewey, and Frank F. Bullard, of Palmer ; 
Dr. M. L. Chamberlain, of Boston; and Lyman H. Goodnow, of Fitchburg. 
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WASHINGTON # ELM: 





Atmos every town of any note in the country has its points of historical interest, made famous by 
some legend of the olden time which has been handed down from generation to generation; but few towns 
can boast of any point held dear as a memorial of the father of our country,—our first President, George 
Washington. 


The Washington Elm is a grand old monument to his memory, which has stood the storms of all these 
years since the revolution. It stands about one mile west of the village, on the south side of the old **Bay 
path,” on the farm of M. W. French, and is an old monarch measuring a little more than fourteen 
feet in circumference, and spreading nearly one hundred feet. 

This old tree received its name from the following tradition, and it would seem more than probable 
that it is true from the fact that the oldest people in town were told the same story in their childhood by 
their seniors, who firmly believed it as a fact :— 

‘* Washington, when on his way to Boston to take command of the American army, accompanied by 
his Staff, General Lee and the deputation sent from Boston to Springfield to meet and escort him to his 
destination, halted with his party under the shade of this tree to rest and lunch, about noon July 3rst, 1775- 
and bought milk and * necessaries’ from the hotel kept by Major Graves, which stood nearly opposite. 
Also, that on the occasion of his second journey through, when he was President, a platform was erected 
in the spreading branches of this tree, from which he addressed the people.” 


It is one of the most venerable, symetrical, and beautiful trees in this part of the country, and bids fair 
to see the end of another century. 
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-»BOND'$#VILLAGE 





Bonp’s VILLAGE is the most northerly of the four villages in the town of Palmer. It is pleasantly lo- 
cated on the Swift River, on the line of the Athol and Enfield Railroad, about five miles from Palmer Depot. 
The Main Street is a beautiful place for a promenade, being lined with fine shade trees. There are in this 
village eleven to twelve hundred inhabitants. 

There are two religious denominations: the Methodists, who have a neat little church, built in 1876, 
costing about $6,000; and the Catholic church,—Rev. B. McKenney, pastor,—was built in 1879, but has 
recently been remodeled, and now the interior is one of the finest in this vicinity. 

The business of the place—on which depends the life of the village—is that of the Boston Duck Com- 
pany, who built their first stone mill here in 1849, which is two hundred and forty by fifty feet, five stories 
high, and began the manufacture of sail duck. In 1861 a new Brick Mill was built, one hundred and twenty 
by fifty feet, two stories high, and new and improved machinery added, which very materially increased 
the product, which was changed the same year to sheetings and drillings. 

Other additions are as follows :—in 1876 a Brick Dye House, one hundred and twenty by sixty feet, 
three stories high, in which all kinds of piece dyeing is done; in 1879-So a brick addition to the mill, 
one hundred and twenty by fifty-four feet, four stories high, was added; and at the present time a Brick 
Bleachery, one hundred and fifteen by sixty feet, two stories high, is in process of erection. 

The Capital stock of the Company is $350,000: and with eighteen thousand spindles, and three hun- 
dred and twenty looms, they produce about five million yards duck and flannels annually. The monthly 
pay roll is about $10,500, and the number of hands employed about four hundred. 
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Tus view of Thorndike is of the central portion, the village extending for quite a distance in both di- 
rections. It is located on the Ware river, two miles from Palmer Depot, on the Ware River Railroad. 

There are two churches here,—the Congregational, which shows in the picture, and the Catholic, a 
neat edifice in the southern portion of the village. The building at the left with the white tower is the 
school house, in which there are four school rooms. 

This village is the nearest to Palmer Center, which in the olden time was the center of the business of 
the town as well as the center geographically. It was here the first church was built, which is still stand- 
ing, although in a ruined condition. In the cemetery, near the old church, are some of the curious inscrip- 
tions of many years ago. 

The Thorndike Company was chartered in 1836, and No. 1 mill started in 1838 on plain white 
cotton goods. There were at that time 232 looms, the power being furnished by two breast wheels, which 
were replaced in 1862 by one turbine. The buildings and machinery have been increased from time to 
time, the most important additions being the No. 2, or ‘*new mill,” built on the upper privilege in 1845: 
the new part of No. 1 mill, started in 1881, and the dye house, begun in a small way and enlarged so as to 
color all the warps made, as the change was brought about from plain to fancy colors in the cloth. 

There are now in operation 728 looms, and 32,336 spindles, with a weekly product of about 160,000 
yards of denims, awnings, and a variety of plain and fancy tickings. The company has 123 tenements 
and gives employment to some 600 hands, with an average monthly pay roll of about $15,000. 
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~* THREE # RIVERS 


Tur Chicopee River is here formed by the confluence of the Ware, Swift, and Quaboag rivers: the 
water power at this point is the largest in the vicinity. The present dam, which is also the first one, was 
built in 1825, when the property was owned by the Three Rivers Manufacturing Company. 

In 1831 the property came into possession of the Palmer Company, who continued the manufacture of 
cotton goods until May 10, 1863, when the mill was burned :— manufacturing was not resumed for ten years. 

- In 1872 this property was purchased by the Otis Company of Ware: during 1872-3 they erected the 
present mill, 290 by 75 feet, and other buildings for dyeing, finishing etc., also a number of new dwellings 
for employes. The mill contained 20,160 spindles and 450 looms; employing about 425 hands, with a 
product of about 12,200 yards per day. During the past few years many changes have been made to in- 
crease the product, until at present the mill has 23,040 spindles, 691 looms, employing 650 hands, who are 
paid about $16,000 per month; the product averages about 24,400 yards per day of fancy cotton goods. 
The Otis Company also own an unimproved water privilege below the present mill. 

The population of the village is about 1,600. Six schools are maintained, all of which are in one large 
building, erected in 1860 and enlarged in 1882. There are three religious societies—the Union Church, near 
the mill, the Baptist, and French Catholic, the last named are to erect a house of worship the present year. 

The village of Three Rivers is most pleasantly located, and the residents feel a just pride in its neat 
appearance. In 1860 about an acre of ground directly in front of the mill yard was planted with trees 
which have now grown to good proportions ; the plot was fenced a few years since, making a handsome 


park. The streets of the village were straightened and re-located in 1883, which was a great improvement. 

















eee eee 


«STATE # PRIMARY #8@HOOL+ 





Tue Massachusetts State Primary School is situated upon the north west slope of Bunyan Mountain, 
in the town of Monson, a mile and an eighth from the Boston and Albany depot in Palmer, and within 
sight of it. The railroad station and post office for the school are at Palmer, 

The main buildings of the institution were erected in 1853-4, and were opened as a State Almshouse 
May 1st, 1854. In 1866 the State Primary School was established. The inmates of the institution are 
children from three to sixteen years of age, dependent and neglected ones, who have not a settlement in 
any city or town within the State, together with some juvenile offenders. 

The average number in the institution is about four hundred and forty: one-third girls, and two-thirds 
boys. There are eight schools in the institution in daily session, except on Saturdays, forty-seven weeks 
in the year, taught by lady teachers, beginning with a Kindergarten, and rising by grades to the first 
school, in which the pupils are carried, in the various branches, as far as they can go during their stay in 
the institution. Homes are found for the children as rapidly as possible. About two hundred go each year 
to homes found for them, besides those who are discharged to parents or other relatives. Industrial train- 
ing is an important part of the teaching of the institution, in the sewing room, tailor shop, shoe shop, 
bakery, kitchens, dormitories, and upon the farm. All of the garments worn at the institution are made 
therein, and the household goods also. 

The farm of the institution contains about two hundred and thirty-five acres. It supports from seventy- 
five to one hundred head of cattle: the average number of cows milked is more than fifty. 
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